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The P4 students went on an 
experiential and cultural 
Learning Journey to Johor on 

28 May 2015. 

The students’ first stop was Sarang 
Buaya where they walked through 
pineapple and oil palm plantations. 
They watched the making of coconut 
palm sugar (Gula Melaka) at a small 
cottage industry. 

The students also visited a Malay 
Kampong where they had a hands 
- on experience playing the Gasing 
(Top-Spinning), Ketupat Weaving 
and observing how latex is obtained 
from rubber trees.

The multi-disciplinary learning 
journey required students to use the 
knowledge of English, Science, Math 

This year’s Innovation cum 
Learning Festival (InnoFest 
2015) was held on 11 July 

2015. The festival showcased best 
practices that the school has to offer 
especially in its signature approach to 
wellbeing – Positive Education. The 
school invited parents and the public 
to participate in its first ever trail-
based Positive Parenting Workshop. 
The workshop was conducted in the 
form of a Mindfulness Maze. Parents 
and their children went through 
a life-sized maze to participate 
in six different activities that 
highlighted how positive education 
could be practised at home to 
enhance parent-child bonding. 
In just half a day, more than 300 
visitors and students went through 
the trail!

Besides the Mindfulness Maze, 
parents were also invited to attend 
subject-based workshop sessions 
which provided insights into how 
different strategies can be employed 
to strengthen students’ academic 
performance. These sessions were 
complemented by fringe activities at 
the canteen such as the PSG Cafe, 
Innovized! stalls and  the Values in 
Action booths. The activities not only 
showcased how the school empowers 
students to ‘do good’ to others but 
also gave the public a glimpse of how 
students are developed holistically at 
Da Qiao.

This is how you play the Gasing

See our completed ketupat!

Students listening intently to theguide at the pineapple plantation

This year, we had combined celebrations for Racial Harmony Day 
and Hari Raya Puasa. On the day of the celebration, students and 
teachers came in beautiful and colourful ethnic costumes.

We kicked off the celebrations with a mini skit explaining the significance 
of Racial Harmony Day and Hari Raya Puasa. The Muslim teachers came 
together to share their joy with a festive song performance and photo 
montage of their families. In the skit, the students were also introduced 
to the crafts that they would be making in class after the celebration.

The students were engaged in craft-making sessions such as paper 
weaving and paper ketupat. They also tried out Chinese paper cutting 
and Indian Rangoli. During recess, craft making booths were set up for 
students who wanted to have more hands-on experiences.

Indeed, there was a vibrancy in Da Qiao throughout the celebrations.

Racial Harmony Day 
cum Raya Celebrations

Skit on Malay customs by teachers and students

KPs decked out in ethnic attire

Paper weaving to resemble ketupat

and Social Studies to complete their 
given tasks in their learning booklets 
after they had visited the various 
venues in their journey.

The visit to Johor was an eye-
opener to many of the students 
as they were able to compare the 
cultural similarities and differences 
between Singapore and Malaysia. 
The students showed appreciation 
and gratitude for being able to be 
part of the Learning Journey in their 
reflections. 

It was definitely an enriching and 
meaningful visit that left an indelible 
mark in their hearts and minds!

A bird’s eye view of the Mindfulness Maze

Sale of handmade products by 
students at  VIA booth

Edwin Wu explaining an I & E 
prototype to a parent

Father and son bonding 
over craftwork

Participants learning
that when you do
good, you feel good!

CCA/ Dept Event Award and Recipients
Mathematics 
Department

National Mathematics Olympiad Singapore Honourable Mention:
     1. Edwin Wu (5T1)
     2. Foo Kai Xiang (5T1)
     3. Foo Yong Xiang (5T1)
     4. Jeshvanth (5T1)
     5. Thaw Myat Htoo (5T1)

Chinese Language 
Department

21st National Primary Schools cum 9th 
Singapore-Malaysia-Brunei On-The-Spot 
Chinese Creative Essay Writing Competition

Commendation Award for Category A:
     1) Cao Zimei
     2) Xu Yuxin

The International Chinese Proficiency Test 
(Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi, HSK)

Level 5 certification of HSK:
     1) Feng Hui Long
     2) Jiang Yatong
     3) Cao Zimei
     4) Xu Yuxin
     5) Lee Hong Ding
     6) Foo Zhuo Zhen, Rachel

Art Department Singapore Youth Festival 2015 Art Category B ‘Our Homes’ was selected for exhibition 
at Raffles City Shopping Mall.

Library Club Know Your Country 2015 Competition (CIVICA) Selected from Stage 1 and advanced to 
Stage 2.

Scouts Frank Cooper Sands Award Bronze Award

Brownies Puan Noor Aishah Award Silver Award

Singapore Kindness 
Movement

Friend of Singa and Kindness Badge Award 
Ceremony (2nd year)

‘Kindness Project’ was selected for 
exhibition at GV Max, Golden Village, 
Vivo City

Singapore 
Environment Council

School Green Awards 
3R Awards

Lotus Sustained Achievement Award
Sustained 3R Award

A FLOURISHING SCHOOL - IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE COMMUNITY

National Day Celebration

Parents joining us in
Pledge taking

Indian Fusion dancers in vibrant hues

A samsui woman who contributed to the 

building industry in the past 

Cast members of NE skit Sir Stamford Raffles signing the treaty 

with the Temenggong

This year’s National Day 
Celebration was a momentous 
occasion as it marked 

Singapore’s 50 years of nation 
building. In line with the theme for 
the National Day Parade (NDP) 
2015, ‘Majulah Singapura’, Da 
Qiao Primary School celebrated 
SG50 by portraying Singapore’s 
story of defying all odds and 
overcoming adversities to achieve 
what and where we are today.

‘Recollections’ was done through 
a short video clip. This was 
followed by the performances of 
different groups of students who 
wholeheartedly danced, sang and 
acted skits to retell the stories 
of our brave pioneers who had 
contributed to Singapore’s progress 
through the decades. It ended with 
a video presentation through the 
use of LEGO blocks.

Together as one, Da Qiao and our 
distinguished guests, grandparents 
and parents, expressed and shared 
our love and pride for Singapore.

Mrs Joyce Ang 
Principal
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015 has been a fruitful year for the school. 
We went through External Validation and are 
pleased to share that Da Qiao Primary has 

improved by 3 bands and is awarded Best Practice 
for Staff Well-Being and Development. This is a 
testament of the good processes and programmes 
in place to help both staff and students flourish  
at DQ.

We are also delighted that Mdm Safidah Samsudin 
(Year Head) has been conferred the 2015 President’s 
Award for Teachers (PAT) and it is indeed a rare feat 
for DQ to have four consecutive PAT recipients.  We 
are proud of our team of dedicated and nurturing 
teachers who are committed to help every student 
develop their talent and achieve success. We 
will continue to hold dearly to our tagline “Happy 
Teachers, Flourishing Students”.

This year also saw DQ exploring many “firsts”. In 
conjunction with SG 50, we celebrated Chinese New 
Year with 27 pioneers from the AWWA Home, hosted 
by our Values-In-Action ambassadors. We also 
involved grandparents in our school programmes 
such as Total Defence Day and Values-In-Action 
Day. Our inaugural InnoFest 2015 attracted more 

Principal’s Message
than 300 parents who explored The Mindfulness 
Trail together with our students. Parents and 
grandparents were also invited to join in our special 
SG 50 National Day Celebrations, which heightened 
students’ sense of pride for the nation.

Teachers’ Day Celebration was very special this 
year as 30 pioneer educators joined us in a nostalgic 
reunion which evoked fond recollections and 
memories of their time at Da Qiao. We are grateful 
for their legacy and contribution in laying a strong 
foundation for Da Qiao Primary School to continue 
its milestones of excellence.

We are also pleased that our Growth Mindset 
Series for students and staff have been integrated 
meaningfully into school programmes and events. 
It is our goal to develop the skills of well-being of 
our students through the TEACH, EMBED and LIVE 
approach, which will enhance their achievement 
skills. As a school fraternity, we will continue to work 
closely with parents and the community to develop 
DQ students into happy and confident learners.

Mr Aaron Tan (HOD/ICT) for being awarded 
the LEAP Award 2015 (Listening Educator for 

Achievement and 
Progress Award) 

President’s Award for Teachers (PAT) 2015
Ceremony at the Istana

Congratulations to the following PAT awardees 
(from left to right):

Mdm Safidah Samsudin (PAT Recipient 2015), 
Ms Rezia Rahumathullah (PAT recipient 2014), 

Mrs Joyce Ang (Principal), 
Mdm Shakila Jamal (PAT recipient 2013), 

Ms Susan Koh (PAT recipient 2012)

Ms Rezia Rahumathullah (photo above) for 
being conferred an Associate of Academy 

of Singapore Teachers 2015.

Co g atulatio s
to the following:



The annual P5 camp was held at MOE Adventure 
Centre, Dairy Farm, on 14 and 15 August 2015.

An integral part of the holistic development 
of our P5 students, it forged camaraderie amongst 
them and enabled them to develop resilience through 
challenging outdoor experiences.

It also provided them opportunities to put Values 
into Action. They displayed their character strengths 
in relation to the core values of Responsibility 
and Excellence. 

Students took responsibility for their actions, 
recognizing the impact and consequences of their 
decisions on themselves and others. 

On the whole, the P5 students enjoyed themselves 
and learnt valuable experiences which could not be 
duplicated in a classroom setting. 

On 3 September 2015, the school commemorated Teachers’ Day 
by organising a special celebration to recognise and honour the 
contributions of our pioneer educators and the significant roles 

they had played moulding the lives of the students.

The celebrations commenced with a warm reception of the pioneers 
where they enthusiastically interacted and viewed historical artefacts of 
the pioneering years of DQ. The pioneers, as well as our DQ staff, were 
welcomed with a standing ovation by Da Qiao students in the hall.

Students put up an array of exciting performances from rope skipping 
to an adorable performance by the Primary 1 Minions. The pioneers also 
enjoyed the medley of performances put up by the Aesthetics clubs such 
as the Fusion and the Chinese Dance clubs.

The pioneer educators and DQ staff received specially customised cards 
penned with notes of gratitude from the students. The celebrations ended 
with a cake-cutting ceremony followed by a sumptuous lunch. Indeed, it 
was a memorable event that left a lasting impression on all.

P5 Camp

What did you learn from the Growth Mindset
Activities (GMA) on Children’s Day?

Teachers’ Day cum Pioneer Educators’ Celebrations

ACES (All Children Exercise Simultaneously) at the hall 
heralded a day of celebrations for students of Da Qiao. 
This was followed by Growth Mindset Activites for each 

class ranging from Speed Cup-stacking to making of Friendship 
Rainbow Bands to Think-out-of-the-box Team Bonding Games 
at different venues of the school. The students revelled in these 
activities with their teachers and schoolmates. Many learnt 
that teamwork and resilience are critical to achieve what is 
seemingly difficult to do.

At noon, there was palpable excitement in the air as the 
students returned to the hall for the much-awaited Children’s 
Day Concert put up by their teachers. Miss Lulu and Miss Lala, 
the pair of life-wire comperes, introduced each item amid much 
laughter. The students lapped up ‘The Dragon Boat Race’ and 
the hilarious twisted fairy tale ‘Cinderfella’, with a cast that 
included both the Principal and Vice-Principal. 

They clapped even more enthusiastically for the dances that 
followed: Fusion Dance, K-pop dance and ‘Bobble-head’ party 
dance. Many sang and clapped along to the familiar music and 
lyrics as the teachers showcased their swag and swing. Our 
Parent Support Group took to the stage to render ‘When A 
Child Is Born’, followed by the adorable Minions. The concert 
culminated with ‘Uptown Funk’ as the finale with all the teachers 
dancing on stage.

Many of the students declared that this was surely one of the 
finest concerts they had enjoyed at Da Qiao. Their laughter, 
applause and appreciation made creating this memorable 
experience for them all the more worthwhile.

Yazhini, Germaine, 1C5

We all learnt how to work in teams and 
listen to instructions. We played the Island 
Game, Human Chain and Tallest Tower. 
We learnt how to listen to our friends and 
support one another to win the games.

Aw Ren Yu, 2R1

I have learnt that everyone has 
to cooperate when we play 
games. Teamwork helps us 
complete the games.

Chew Rui Lin, 6E2

I learnt to separate the beans before picking 
them. We told ourselves that we could do it. 
Victory was not all that important. I learnt that we 
must use our facial muscles to make the biscuits 
fall into our mouths. I had an enjoyable and 
meaningful day! I hope DQPS will organise more 
of these activities so that the P6 students will 
leave Da Qiao with happy memories.

Dylan Lim, 5T1

I have learnt that having teamwork is very 
important when we did the Straw Tower activity. 
We had to work well together to create our 
tower. During the second activity, we had to 
hold hands and untangle ourselves. From these 
activities, I learnt that no matter what differences 
we have, we can still work together.

Our pioneer educators Mr Foo, Mr Monteiro, Mr Tham and Mr Koh 
with SAC member Mr David Wang

Can you see yourself in the photos, Mrs Heng?

Mrs Alfred was so glad to meet up with teachers 

from  Chong Boon Primary

Former principal Mrs Singh joining
school leaders in cutting the cake

ACES cum Children’s Day Celebrations

Group photo of our pioneer educators and present teachers

The Pioneering Spirit Lives in All of Us

Hema Ramesh, 4A1

I have learnt to support and cheer for my 
friends. When my friends did not win the 
cup-stacking competition, I encouraged 
them and cheered for them. My friends 
supported me and the group by giving 
advice on the best way to stack the cups. 
This was the best Children’s Day!

Haniya, 3E3

I learnt to work together with my 
team. I also learnt to keep trying and 
not to give up.

All Children Exercise Simultaneously

Who are the teachers dancing

behind the masks?

P5 girls moving as a team without letting go of 

the rope

Here comes the minions!

Parents singing ‘When a child

is born’

Will you marry me, Cinderfella?

How do I get the biscuit into my mouth?
An apple a day keeps the doctor away

Step on the newspaper or you are out!

Visit by DYDGEC (PD) Mrs Chua Yen 

Ching on 3 July

Visit by DYDGEC

Visit by ZDSS Mrs Ng Ai Lin on 13 July

Visit by ZDSS

Parent Appreciation Day on 21 Sep to thank our parents for 
their contributions

Parent Appreciation Day

DQPS entry ‘Our Homes’ at Fairmount Hotel SYF Art Exhibition

SYF Art Exhibition

Campers doing a jump shot at the

quarry they visited

Campers working on their
Group placards

Watch me abseil acrossthe sky!

Is that Spiderman climbing down the wall?

What are the teachers up to this time?

Song item during the Campfire

Mower Priscilla, P5

My favourite was the 
Challenge Rope Course 
(CRC). Though I was 
afraid at first, I found that 
it was fun.

Ong Yan Wen, P5

I loved abseiling very 
much even though it’s 
high and scary!

Mr Lee Lam Hua,
Former Principal 1985 - 1995

Stay United and True 
always and you would have 
contributed much to society.

Mrs Betty Lim,
Former Teacher 1982 - 2006

May Da Qiao be a fun, 
compassionate and 
inclusive school.


